
òThe Great Washington County Presidential Straw Polló 

Your participation in òThe Great Washington County Presidential Straw Polló will 
express the preferences of Washington County Republicans.  Kicked off at the Central 
Committee Meeting, December 6th, the Poll continues into January 2008.  PrecinctNet 
members will be contacting Republicans in their precincts to obtain their preferences.  
Fill it out (see insert), fold it, tape it closed, put stamp on it, and mail it in.  You also fill 
it out online at www.WashCoRep.org - our website.  With a very early start to the 
Presidential Election campaign season, this Straw Poll gives you a way to indicate 
WHO your candidate is, and WHAT your top issue is.  Make YOUR VOICE heard! 
 

Also, during December, we are conducting the òNO POLITICAL TAX CREDIT LEFT 
BEHINDó campaign.  Why leave your $50 credit ($100 per couple) to be spent by 
the Democrats who control Executive and Legislative governance in Oregon? When 
you give it to the Washington County Republican Party, you strengthen the 
infrastructure that allows the Party to 
k e e p  y o u informed, sponsor 
events, and provide support to Republican candidates during 2008.  This credit is 
refunded from your 2007 income tax obligation on a dollar-for-dollar basis.  Help 
the County AND reduce your 2007 taxes - but do so by DECEMBER 31, 2007! 
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Mike Duncan Teams with Oregon 

Republicans, Mel Martinez Leaves 

Oregon Secretary of State 
Defrauds Voters 

Mike Duncan, Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, came to Oregon 
recently to encourage Republican leadership.  
In a session with precinct leaders, Duncan 
said, we have òone year to build our Party 
from the grassroots up. One year to ensure 
that our candidates running for the White 
House to the county courthouse have the 
resources they need to run strong campaigns 
and win.ó  He promised strong cooperation 
with the Oregon Republican Party and 
County Central Committees. (read more about 

RNC Chair Mike Duncanõs comments page 3) 
 

Meanwhile, Mel Martinez, general chairman, 
has resigned after serving 10 months in the 
post.  Martinez reported, "It was my goal as 
general chairman to lead the party as it 
established the structure and raised the 
resources necessary to support our 
presidential candidate and ensure Republican 
victories next November. I believe we have 
accomplished those goals.ó 

Petition 303, the signature campaign to 
place H2007 before Oregon voters fell short 
by 96 signatures (55,179 required).  In 
practice, this means SIX rejected signatures 
made the difference between rejection and 
a vote of citizens.  Each rejected signature 
becomes twenty due to the sampling 
technique used      See PETITION 303 Page 4 
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FIRE ARM RAFFLE 

A SUCCESS 

Our 2007 Fire Arm Raffle 
w a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n 
November 2nd with a 
winnerõs entry being drawn 
by our accountant.  The 
w i n n i ng  t i c k e t  w a s 
purchased by Wayne Brady 
of Salem.  He will receive 
the Smith & Wesson 

FIRE ARM RAFFLE, Continued on page 4 

www.OregonPoliticalTaxCredit.com 



As many of you recently 
witnessed, Measure 49 was 
passed by the voters, effectively 
reversing the decision made by 
voters on the same issue (Land 
Use and Property Rights) in 
2004 when Measure 37 was 
approved.  Meanwhile, Measure 
50 - the ill-conceived program 
to expand Oregon child health 
care programs to include 
children in families earning more 
than $60,000/yr. funded (at 
least initially) by a cigarette tax 
written into the state constitution 

- went down to defeat.  Whether you supported or 
opposed these measures, the story-behind-the-story 
as to why one would pass and the other fail with the 
same voters renders some important lessons about 
how politics is done in Oregon - and what we 
Republicans can do about it. 
 

Measure 50 would have passed as a bill during the 
legislative session, if it werenõt for the Republicans in 
the State House who held together 
to block the tax (which currently 
needs GOP help to pass).  
However, M50, as a concept, did 
well in the polling, so  the 
 Dems confidently put  it on the 
ballot.  As a slogan, who could 
disagree with having òthe big, bad, 
burdensome smokers pay for the kids to get 
healthcare?ó  Of course, far be it from the news 
media to question this argument for M50.  Anyway, 
whoõs gonna pay to fight it - the evil cigarette 
companies?  Ha!  Uhé.well..actually yes.  In fact, 
Phillip Morris did reportedly spend big money to 
fight M50.  Of course, they didnõt spend their ad 
dollars saying òsmoking is greató and ôwe hate 
kids.ó  They just told the truth about the measureõs 
serious flaws and the messages got through to the 
voters, memorably and often.  The anti-M50 folks 
won because they could afford òpaid mediaó - a 

fancy insiderõs word for advertising. 
 

So why did so many of these same voters approve 
Measure 49?  Well, like Measure 37 and Measure 
7 before it, the pro-property rights (anti-M49) folks 

had only a fraction of the financial resources of the 
anti-property rights folks (1000 friends of Oregon, 
etc).  Throw in the media disadvantage anti-49 folks 
have always had and you end up wondering how 
they ever got M7 and M37 passed in the first place!  
So here is the key difference with M49: the 
Democrats, who put M49 on the ballot (on a party 
line vote), also did something else - they wrote an 
entirely deceptive ballot title which was totally 
biased toward the Pro-M49 argument AND they 
eliminated any review or alteration of the ballot 
title by the Attorney General and the Courts to 
ensure unbiased, truthful representation of what the 
measure will do.  Now, if a Republican Governor 
and Legislature tried to pull off such scam, there 
would be no end to the stream of news stories, not 
to mention editorials, condemning it and its 
perpetrators.  With the Dems doing it, there was 
sadly little or no coverage of this (a.k.a. earned 
media).  So the great media watchdog of 
government who gleefully speaks òtruthó to 
Republican power all day long quite intentionally 
failed at this responsibility.  The figure I heard was 
that a biased ballot title is worth 15-20% more 
support at the ballot box - more than enough to 

swing the vote to the Pro-49 side.  
The bottom line - the Dems pulled 
a fast one, the left-leaning media 
buried the story, and property 
rights advocates didnõt have the 
$$$ to set the record straight.  A 
diabolically clever strategy, eh?  
What policy issue do you think the 

Dems will try this with next?  Besides, who is gonna 

stop them? 
 

Though there is no single silver bullet solution to 
counter this insidious Democrat strategy, but we do 
know that part of the solution is to extend our reach 
in a sustained way outside of the left-leaning media 
ògrid.ó  In other words, circumvent the left by going 
straight to the voters themselves  - and not just in the 
last two months before general elections.  Thatõs 
what the PrecinctNet is all about.  Itõs a determined 
effort to create local networks of Republicans, to 
get them the unfiltered, undistorted Republican 
points-of-view, and to organize them to do 
something about it.  Many Republicans are content 
to just vote, but we will get more of the same if 

(See CHAIRMAN Continued on page 5) 
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ò...circumvent the left 

by going straight to 

the voterséó 



 

The more people see the clear differences 
between the policies of Republicans and 
Democrats, the stronger our position. 
 

1. On Iraq, Republicans want decisions made on 
recommendations of our military commanders 
based on conditions on the ground.  
Democrats seem to pay more attention to the 
strategic judgments of MoveOn.Org, Cindy 
Sheehan and Michael Moore than they do our 
military commanders in battle.  

2. Republicans have offered a plan to balance 
the budget by freezing growth in 
discretionary domestic spending to less than 
1% and with no tax increases, resulting in a 
surplus by 2012.  Democrats want $205 
billion more in spending over the next five 
years and the largest tax increase in history.  

3. Republicans are working hard to confirm 
judges who will uphold the Constitution by 
strictly interpreting the law.  Democrats have 
fallen into their old pattern of obstruction, 
delay and opposition to the highly qualified 
conservative judicial candidate the President 
has nominated.  

4. Republicans are working to make certain the 
nearly 700,000 poor children not covered 
by the State Children's Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) get health care coverage, 
supporting a 20% in funding for SCHIP.  
Democrats want a 140% increase in spending 
to move children and families with private 
health insurance onto government-run health 
care and would shift the focus from poor 
children to adults with incomes of up to 
$83,000 a year.  Having failed to have the 
Federal government take over the health 
care system all at once, Democrats are now 
holding approval of SCHIP hostage so they 
can begin having Washington take control of 
your health care one big chunk at a time.  

 
Mike Duncan, Chairman 
Republican National Committee 

 

 

RNC CHAIR MIKE DUNCAN 

ON PARTY DIFFERENCES 
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Held quarterly, Washington Countyõs Central 
Committee Meetings offer an way to link with other 
active local Republicans, with the aim to educate, 
inform, and challenge Washington County Republicans 
to make their voices heard and take action. 
 

Q1 CentCom 3/20/07 - Solomon Yue, Oregonõs RNC 
National Committeeman spoke to those present about 
the recent RNC elections.  He also spoke of strategy to 
move forward - reinforce conservative principles, donõt 
repeat mistakes, and know the opposition.  He talked 
about current issues such as illegal immigration and the 
war in Iraq, along with Democrat vs. Republican 
campaigning (paid workers vs. volunteers) and the 
differences in strategy necessary with vote-by-mail.  
This was followed by an update on the Iraq War and 
antiwar demonstrations. With the surge working, we 
are turning a corner.  Recent antiwar demonstrations in 
Washington DC were attended by 3000 people, 
versus 9000 Blue & Gold Star families and bikers who 
attended a counter demonstration organized by 
MoveAmericaForward.org.  He also reiterated how 
important it is to support the troops, announcing Sherri 
Grossmanõs resolution in support of the troops and the 
Iraq War for the ORP ExeCom to consider. 
 

Q2 CentCom 7/17/07 - Television and radio 
Meteorologist and career pilot Chuck Wiese presented 
evidence questioning the theory of human-caused 
global warming.  Though in fact warming, the earth has 
warmed less than 1°F in the past 100 years.  He 
described the corrupt relationship between government 
and academia, and showed that a lot of evidence used 
by those espousing human caused global warming is 
either selective or not peer reviewed.  Global warming 
has become a $2 billion a year industry.  He showed 
graphs that described the relative strengths of 
greenhouse gases, and showed that carbon dioxide is 
an extremely weak greenhouse gas compared to 
water vapor.  He also showed a diagram about the 
water cycle, and the relationship with atmospheric and 
the earthõs surface temperature.  Sunspots and solar 
radiation are other likely factors.  He also talked 
about the perils of meteorologists who did not follow 
popular global warming beliefs - they have been fired 
or threatened with job loss in several cases.  Many of 

(See SECRETARYõS SUMMARY Continued on page 6) 

SECRETARYõS SUMMARY 
Highlights from the 2007 Washington County 

Republican Central Committee Meetings 



What does this mean to Oregon Voters? 
Every Oregonian is threatened with disenfranchisement 
by these actions.  Citizens are defrauded of their right 
to vote by those with ideological differences.  A review 
by the Secretary of State would be called for in a 
perfect world.  However, the current occupant of this 
office has routinely followed just this pattern of abuse 
of power. 
 

What Steps Can Be Taken? 
Voters individually, and organizations concerned to 
preserve our legal vote, must call for a thorough 
review of procedures for signature gathering.  In the 
Case of Petition 303, there are more than enough 
valid signatures to recertify Petition 303 for the 
November 2008 ballot. It should be done.  
Washington County Republicans will continue to watch 
this process through the Voterõs Integrity Project.   
 

A critical decision will be made in 2008 to elect a new 
Secretary of State.  Selection of a strong Republican 
candidate is a significant need.  However, the 
occupant of this office, regardless of party, MUST BE 
HELD TO THE LAWS OF OREGON and the 
Administrative Rules adopted by the Elections Division 
of his/her office. 
 

Protecting our right to VOTE is the first step in 
ensuring Oregon civil government is ògovernment 
of, by, and for the people.ó 
                                         Everett Curry, Vice Chair 
                                         vicechair@washcorep.org 

PETITION 303, from Page 1 

by State and County Election officials.  The only change 
in the count state-wide came when Micki Kawai, 
Washington County Elections Manager, validated one 
rejected signature on October 26th, the final day for 
changes.   
 
The Office of the Secretary of State issued an email 
suggesting that NO CHANGES would be accepted 
after the October 9th deadline for submission.  This is 
contrary to law and the rules announced by the Elections 
Division.  This misleading instruction resulted in many 
County officials refusing to review rejected signatures. 
 
Procedures followed did not make corrections even 
when the signer personally appeared before the 
Elections Clerk and signed a new card.  Many signature 
cards have been in place for years...even decades. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
No Review of Rejected Signatures 
 

The close count shows that state elections officials knew 
Petition 303 would result in HB 2007 being placed 
before voters if clerks attempted to review and 
validate rejected signatures.  County Clerks have the 
right, responsibility and opportunity to review, correct, 
and submit amended reports during a thirty-day 
signature validation period. 
 

Marion County Clerk  
 

Email by Marion County Clerk Bill Burgess, a democrat, 
suggests that Clerks are required to disallow a review 
of rejected signatures. He points to an email from the 
Secretary of State and his county attorneys, to justify 
ignoring rejected signatures. 
 

Mikki Kawai Demonstrates Courage  
 

One courageous County Clerk is a dissenter. Micki 
Kawai of Washington County had the integrity and 
political courage to go against the will and obfuscation 
of her peers.  She sent an amended report to state 
elections officials, a report that required those same 
officials, by law, to amend the count! 
 

Collusion Disenfranchised Oregon Voters 
 

State and county elected officials unsympathetic to HB 
2007 and SB 2 determined the petitions would not meet 
the required signatures.  That would result in HB 2007 d 
never making it to the November 2008 ballot. 

òThunder Ranchó fire arm 
plus  two  c lasses 
necessary to receive a 
carry permit. 
 

Our thanks to Col. Mike 
Howard (Ret) who 
provided funds for the 

raffle, òA Place To Shootó for 
donating the lessons, and to 
Jeff Grossman who served as 
Chair of the Raffle project.  
Col. Howard donated the funds 
in Memory of Staff Sergeant 
David G. Ries 6th Engineers, 
KIA Fallujah, Iraq, Nov 8, 2004 
- an outstanding Marine, 
Husband, Father, & Friend (and 
expert .45 pistol shooter)! 
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òA critical decision will  
be made in 2008 to elect  
a new Secretary of Stateó 


